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feel that to secure his favor and approbation they must be righteous, and 
the belief in him as Father has deepened their sense of duty and of the 
ill-desert of sin. Thus men have been enabled to live in better con- 
formity to such moral standards as they had, and been helped pro- 
gressively to raise their standards. 

The discussion is so frank and candid as to disarm all prejudice, 
and so transparently clear and convincing that it cannot but be help- 
ful to all who honestly desire an intelligent faith in God the Father. 

N. S. Burton. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Life beyond Death. Being a Review of the World's Beliefs 
on the Subject, a Consideration of Present Conditions of 
Thought and Feeling, Leading to the Question as to whether 
it can be Demonstrated as a Fact. To which is added an 
Appendix containing some Hints as to Personal Experi- 
ences and Opinions. By Minot Judson Savage, D.D. 
(Harvard). London and New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1899. P P- xv+336. $1.50. 
This book, by a well-known Unitarian minister, is an argument for 
Spiritualism of the higher kind. The author surveys the beliefs con- 
cerning the future existence of man which have been held at various 
times and by various great teachers. He begins with primitive ideas, 
and then reviews successively the ideas of the Old Testament, of Paul, 
of Jesus, of the Middle Ages, of the existing Protestant denominations, 
and of the modern agnostics. He is thus brought to Spiritualism, 
which he presents in five chapters. In an appendix he gives us some of 
his own experiences with mediums, whom he prefers to call "psychics." 
The design of the entire study is to show that there is crying need of 
Spiritualism to answer the doubts of the mind and satisfy the craving 
of the heart. With the great majority of Christians this course of 
reasoning will avail but little. Their doubts and cravings are satisfied 
by the revelation of future life contained in the New Testament. For 
Dr. Savage, however, this revelation is not worth much. He finds that 
Paul was dominated by the views current among the Jews of the first 
century. He is quite uncertain as to what the views of Christ were, 
and the resurrection of Christ he does not even mention. It is no 
wonder that he turns to Spiritualism for light. It is easy for him to 
show the great need of Spiritualism, if one grants his interpretations 
of Paul and Christ. But few will do that. It is to be hoped that his 
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interpretations of other teachers are more intelligent. The Spiritualism 
to which Dr. Savage would introduce us, he says, is of the higher kind. 
He admits and denounces the frauds of the ordinary mediums, and 
assures us that it is useless to go to them. But where is the honest 
Spiritualism to be found ? The world has grown weary of the dis- 
honest, and has not yet discovered the honest. Dr. Savage writes in 
an easy, colloquial style, and difficult distinctions of thought do not 
trouble him, but become luminous under his plain and simple exposi- 
tion. The publisher has given his discussion a sumptuous dress, and 
those who find no satisfaction in the contents of the book will admire 
its artistic appearance. 

Franklin Johnson. 
The University of Chicago. 



The Theology of Modern Literature. By Rev. S. Law 
Wilson, M.A., D.D. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1896; 
New York : Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons. Pp. xx 
+ 446. $3. 

In his preface Dr. Wilson proposes to himself the task of bringing 
modern literature "into comparison with the theology of church and 
creed." The particular creed is not designated ; but it becomes plain in 
the pages that follow that the standard by which modern literature is 
tried is that of " evangelical Christianity," somewhat narrowly construed. 

If Dr. Wilson's "theology" i's narrow, his conception of "litera- 
ture" is sufficiently broad. In a lengthy chapter of introduction the 
reprehensible theological teaching of a swarm of popular latter-day 
novelists is gravely exposed. Have Marie Corelli, Sarah Grand, Haw- 
ley Smart, and " Rita " a standing in literature ? But anything, it seems, 
will serve Dr. Wilson as a peg to hang a sermon on. Marie Corelli's 
Bar abbas furnishes the text for a discourse refuting the "back-to- 
Christ " heresy. " Rita," whose insignificance might have protected her, 
is solemnly lectured for her misplaced sympathy with "poor Pharaoh" 
and her defense of Cain. But will the readers of Marie Corelli and 
" Rita " ever so much as hear of Dr. Wilson's book ? And does any 
reader of English literature, properly so called, care in the least for the 
erroneous notions of inspiration held by these industrious purveyors 
of fiction ? 

In succeeding chapters Emerson, Carlyle, Browning, George Eliot, 
Macdonald, Ian Maclaren, Mrs. Humphrey Ward, Hardy, and Mere- 
dith are discussed in turn. Upon these authors Dr. Wilson makes 



